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THE DISASTER was complete. On June 8, at dawn,
the Reds counter-attacked Ungcm's camp and all but
surrounded it The Asiatic division took to flight, abandon-
ing to the enemy most of its guns, its supply train, its
wounded, and its hopes of conquest
The Baron himself was hit by a bullet in the thigh The
wound was not dangerous, but it pained him badly
With difficulty Ungcrn reassembled the survivors of the
division Then he led them towards the Selenga, in Mon-
gol territory, where he was to meet General Rezukhm
During the march the ofliccrs learnt that units of the Red
Army had reached Urga Their mam line of retreat was
cut off Henceforth the rear had ceased to exist The front
surrounded the division on all sides
Rezukhm had pitched his camp on the left bank of the
Selenga A bridge was hastily thrown across the nver
The horizon was wavy with the foliage of trees The
June day was scented with resin and wild flowers
Makeev was dispatched with a few men to pitch tents
in readiness for the arrival of the mam body In its
turn, the right bank became clothed m crude canvas
Rezukhm crossed the bridge and came up to the cap-
tain The general, too, in accordance with Ungern's
orders, had tried to penetrate into Soviet territory, but
he too had been beaten and thrown back by the Reds
He preferred not to talk to Makeev about that
The two of them exchanged impressions about the
weather, which had decidedly taken a turn for the better
The nights were getting warmer
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